FORTE TERA 
XXXIX ARTI C LES, 
As it is 551 in the 


UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD: 


| Occalioned by a late r AM PHI. . r. 


ENTITLED, 


KR FLES T4090 ND 


IMPROPRIETY any INEXPEDIENCY | 
| 1 | | 

Lay - Subſcription 'to the XXXIX Artieles, 
| 8 un ru 


UNIVERSITY » OXFORD. 


OR NR N 
Printed by W. Jaexsox and J. Lisrzu, 


For J. and J. Frzrenzx, in the Turle ; and Sold by Meſf. 


RivinGTon, in St. Paul's Church-yard, London, 


S * * 


— . : — 
— X 
* * os of — — py G - 
er ; K 


3 
. 
* 
1 


* . 
0 
- 
* 
. 1 
49 
= 
— 
2 
* 
% - 
— 
* 
. 
* 
\ 
* 
o 
7 
4 
. 
5 
« 
* 
. 
' 
* 
» 
5 * 
* 
* 
— 
. 
* 
\ 
4 
w 
. 
o 
* — 
* 
* 
\ 
* 
— 
. 
* 
>! 4 
* 
* 
p - 
* 
. 
. 
) 
[4 
# 
% 
D * 
” . * 
” 
_— 2 F 
„% „„ —— — EE” 2 * PR * „„ — ——— > team W 830 
oy 
” _ 
N * 
- * > ” 
. * * * . 
5 
1 % hs . FIR 
© ANAL DS re Pa Worn i dt ane roger - 19 wot erg rn al I ls A: n Is" 1 N e — 


— — 


FFC 


INC E the above Papers were drawn 
out I have ſeen a very judicious and 
candid Anſwer to the Reflections. As ſome 
Arguments there but ſlightly touched, are 
here more fully infiſted on, and ſome few 
others thrown into the Scale, that Author 
and the Public will not, I hope, think this 
further Defence of the Univerſity, and the 
Cauſe of the Church of England, altogether 
__ needleſs and unintereſting. 
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$002 HE Univerſity r now lies under a 
I hea Charge indeed, not only of 
4 ? T & 8 y 


$a Abſurdity in Conduct, and of De- 


fect in plain Reaſon and common 
Senſe; (that ſhe might bear, as it is a Miſ- 
fortune common to her with all other 
learned Bodies) “ but it ſeems, ſhe makes + 


unconſtitutional Requiſitions from her Mem- 
bers. --- This is a ſerious Accuſation, from 


which it behoves her highly to clear herſelf 
by ſome Means or other in the Eyes of the 
World.---There are but two Ways of doing 
this; either by denying the Charge entirely 
and bringing Proof of her Innocence, or 
by humbly acknowledging her Guilt and 


correcting that Part of her Conduct wherein 


„ Refl, p. 6. ff ib. P. 29. i 
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( 6 a 
it lies. The former of theſe is, no Doubt, 
the moſt defirable Method, if it can be com- 
paſled.---In the preſent Inſtance, it happens 
that our Acculer is our Friend. We have 
nothing to do but to ſet down the Charge 
and tbe Proof on which it is grounded, and 


they appear manifeſtly two diſtin&t Propo- 


ſitions, without any Connection or Depen- 
dence upon one another. Conſequently, 


'till other Proof be found, the Charge can 
paſs for no better than mere Scandal. Di- 


veſted of all Ornaments of Compoſition, they 
ſtand ſimply thus: The Law of the Land 


<« doth not require Subſcription to the 39 


* Articles from any Layman” --- © There- 


ing --- The Univerſity acts unconſtitu- 
< tionally (i. e. againſt the Law of the 


% Land) by requiring it from any of her 
« Lay Members.” 


Were we to admit it as a Truth that the 


Law never requires Lay-ſubſcription, it con- 
| tains no rational Proof that the Univerſity 
acts unconſtitutionally by requiring it.--- 
To prove this, the Aſſertion ſhould be, that 


the Law forbids ſuch Requiſition to be 
made. But this none will be hardy enough 


to advance. 


The Matter then might cafely reſt here, 
and the Reflector be left to make the moſt 


of 
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of his Charge. It is an old Practice of thoſe 


who mean to ſubvert a Conſtitution, to pre- 
tend a mighty Jealouſy for it; and to charge 
thoſe with Infringements of it, from whoſe 
Steadineſs in its Defence they have the moſt 
to fear. But we ſhall not leave it fo. --- 
The Argument brought in Proof 1s not 
only nothing to the Purpoſe, it is likewiſe 
abſolutely falſe. The Law of the Land 
does at this Day require Subſcription to the 


Articles of the Church of England from 


Laymen. All Subſcriptions hereafter to be 
« had or made unto the ſaid Articles by any 
Deacon, Prieſt, or Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, or 
« other Perſon who by this Act, or any other 
« Law now in Force, is required to ſubſcribe 
« to the ſaid Articles ſhall be conſtrued, &c. 
Sc. (Act of Uniformity.) ---If a Man 


be neither Deacon, Prieſt, nor Eccleſiaſtical 


Perſon, he muſt, I preſume, be a Layman. 
---The Senſe and Spirit of the Law is pretty 
plain from hence. The Lay-RefleQor was 
certainly aware of this Objection to the 
Truth of his Aſſertion; and to ſcreen him- 


felf from the Force of it, is obliged to ſub- 


ſtitute another Term. Heads of Colleges 
not in Orders, and Civilians (the particular 


Perſons alluded to in the above Quotation 


from the Act of Uniformity) and beſides 
theſe, College Tutors are, it ſeems, neither 
Deacons, Prieſts, Beclehaftical Perſons, nor 


Laymen. 
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Laymen. --- They are Teachers of Religion. 
We ſhall remind him by and by of this 
Title, as far as the Univerſity Members are 
concerned, and at preſent take the Liberty 
of queſtioning the Propriety of the Term 
as applied to Civil Lawyers; and this, on 
the Authority of no inconſiderable Man. 
« I could never yet know (ſays this great 
* Statiſt) why the Doctors of the Civil Law 
ce were more of Kin to the Biſhops or the 

Church, than the common Lawyers were.” 
---Clar. H. of Reb. B. iv. p. 242.----He then 
ſubjoins the Reaſons for his Opinion, 

which I ſhall forbear to quote, both on 

Account of the Length of the Paſſage, and 

[ becauſe the turning to it may remind many 

} of the fatal Conſequences of conceding on 


temporizing Principles to unreaſonable De- 
mands. | 


cc 


But to return. ---- It is undeniably true, 
that in ſome Inſtances the Law of the Land 
doth actually require Lay - Subſcriptions. 
| All that can be ſaid 1s, that by the preſent 
| bdappy Eftabliſhment of Religion in this 
| . Country, Subſcription to the Articles of the 
Church is not made a neceſſary Condition 
of Lay - Communion. ---- To argue from 
thence that 1t ſhould not be required as a 


Condition of Academical Honours, is ridi- 
culous and abſurd, 


But 
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But it is ſaid, the requiring of Lay-Sub- 
ſcription is a Perverſion of that Summary 
of Faith and Doctrine from the Purpoſe 
for which it was originally compoſed. If 
it be ſo indced, the Univerſity muſt be con- 
tent to plecd the Practice of the Law of 
the Land in her Excuſe. But how is it 
proved to be ſo? Why truly becauſe Cran- 
mer, ſoon after theſe Articles were framed, 
by Letter to the Lords in Council, deſired 
they would intercede with the King to im- 
power all Eiſhops to require Subſcription 
to them from all their Clergy. And this, 
no doubt, was what was neceſſary in the 
farſt Inſtance, and all that could then rea- 
ſonably be required. If, afterwards, the 
Government ſaw convenient, for the Pur- 
poſes of Edification, and Good of the 
Church, to extend theſe Articles to others 
beſides the Clergy, I do not ſee in what 
Senſe ſuch Enlargement of their Uſe can 
be ſtiled 4 Perverfion of them; but it will be 
found, that Regard was had in theſe Ar- 
ticles to the People as well as the Clergy 
from the firſt. The Letter from Edward 
VI. to the Official of the Court of Canter- 
bury, runs thus: © That whereas he had 
“given Order unto Thomas, Archbiſhop of 
15 Canterbury, in Letters ſealed with his 
Signet, for the Honour of God, and to 
FF take away Diſſention of W and 
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But to return. It is undeniably true, 
that in ſome Inſtances the Law of the Land 
doth actually require Lay - Subſcriptions. 
All that can be ſaid is, that by the preſent 
happy Eſtabliſnment of Religion in this 
Country, Subſcription to the Articles of the 
Church is not made a neceſſary Condition 
of Lay - Communion. ---- To argue from 
thence that 1t ſhould not be required as a 


Condition of Academical Honours, is ridi- 
culous and abſurd, 
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But it is ſaid, the requiring of Lay-Sub- 
ſcription is a Perverſion of that Summary 
of Faith and Doctrine from the Purpoſe 
for which it was originally compoſed. If 
it be ſo indced, the e mutt be con- 
tent to Plecd the Practice of the Law of 
the Land in her Excuſe. But how is it 
proved to be ſo? Why truly becauſe Cran- 
mer, ſoon after theſe Articles were framed, 
by Letter to the Lords in Council, defired 
they would intercede with the King to im- 
power all Linops to require Subſcription 
to them from 211 their Clergy. And this, 
no doubt, was what was neceſſary in che 
firſt Inſtance, and all that could then rea- 
ſonably be required. If, afterwards, the 
Government ſaw convenient, for the Pur- 
poſes of Edification, and Good of the 
Church, to extend theſe Articles to others 
beſides the Clergy, I do not ſee in what 
Senſe ſuch Enlargement of their Uſe can 
be ſtiled 4 Pervenſion of them; but it will be 
found, that Regard was had in theſe Ar- 
ticles to the People as well as the Clergy 
from the firſt. The Letter from Edward 
VI. to the Official of the Court of Canter- 
bury, runs thus: « That whereas he had 
e given Order unto Thomas, Archbiſhop of 
fs Canterbury, in Letters ſealed with his 
„Signet, for the Honour of God, and to 
55 take away Diſſention of — and 
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confirm Conſent of true Religion, that 
he ſhould publiſh, denounce, and fig- 
« nify ſome Articles, and other Things, for 
© the Clergy and People within his D1o- 
« cele.' Strype's Cranm. p. 293. Anno 1553. 
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Many Particulars to the ſame Effect in 
ſubſequent Times might be produced —— 
but it is needleſs --- the whole Spirit of the 
_ Eſtabliſhment breaths the ſame Language; 
and it is its greateſt Glory.---There are no 
Arcana,--no hidden Doctrines in the Church 
of England appropriated to the Clergy only ; 
Nothing in which the People are not con- 
cerned; their Good and their Edification is 
intended in every Ordinance on which the 
Church is formed ; and though Subſcription 

be not in general exacted from them, it is 
for their Sakes that the Clergy are required 
to ſubſcribe. © Not that the Queen or 
« State was careleſs of the ſpiritual Good 
« of others, leaving them to hve and believe 
« as they liſt, but becauſe charitably pre- 
„ ſuming that where Pariſhes were pro- 
« vided of Paſtors orthodox in their Judge- 
« ments, they would, by Gop's Blefling on 
«their Preaching, work their People to 
* Unitormity to the fame Opinions,” ---Fu/- 
lers . Hill. B. ix. 5 5: 


What has been faid, will, I apprehend, 
{et 
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ſet us pretty clear of any Inconſiſtency with 
the Conſtitution in State. Though even 
this will be further ſtrengthened and illuſ- 
trated, by conſidering the Nature of the 
Univerſity, and the Subſcriptions it requires: 


In every Chriſtian Univerſity, a Proficiency 

in the Doctrines and Practice of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 1s one Part of the Education in- 

tended ; and that for a the Scholars in gene- 
ral, whatever their future Views or Inten- 
tions may be. --- In conferring Academical 
Honours, ſome Teſt is always required of 
the Improvement of the Candidate in the 
ſeveral Branches of Learning which he is 
ſuppoſed to have gone through. The Uni- 
verſity of Oxford 1s allowed to be a Seminary 
for the Church of England. It therefore 
profeſſes to teach the Doarines of Chriſ- 
 Hantty, as they are maintained and eſtabliſhed 
in that Church, and accordingly enjoins 
the Tutors to inſtruct all their Pupils in 
the true Senſe of the XXXIX Articles. 


When the Scholars, ſo taught, become 
Candidates for a Degree, as authentic Teſ- 
timony is required of their Knowledge and 
right Opinion in Matters of Human Learn- 
ing as far as they are advanced; ſo it is 
likewiſe required, with reſpect to their Re- 
ligious Knowledge and Opinions; which 


B 2 muſt 
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E 
muſt be according to thoſe Articles in which 
they are ſuppoſed to be inſtructed. Now 
the only conſtitutional Teſt in this Mat- 
ter, is not by an Examination according 
to the particular Senſe of the Examiner, 
but . requiring a Subſcription and Aſſent 
to the Articles themſelves in general Terms. 
It was, as hath been ſhown, the undoubt- 


ed Intention of the Eſtabliſhment, that the 


Opinions of all its Members ſhould be formed 
according to theſe Articles. The contrary ! 
know hath been advanced, in order to ſerve 
as the Ground of an Argument to exempt 
the Clergy too from all Subſcri iption. * And 
indeed if the Poſition be allowed, it will be 
no eaſy Matter to diſprove the Conſequence. 
Whether the Reflector means really to ſe- 
cond the Author of the Confeſſional, or is 

fallen unawares into this Snare, he beſt 
knows: ---This Poſition, which he ſo haſtily 
adopts, is as falſe as it is dangerous. That 
which is the Rule for the Clergy's Doctrine 
is, in the Senſe of the Church, the Rule 
for the Pcople s Faith and Practice. A Teſt 


* Confeſſional, Page 36, 24 Ed. San it is, that i in ſo 


Har as the Laity are allowed not to be bound by theſe Church 


Confeſſions, the Point of Right to eſtabliſh them as Teſts of 
Orthodoxy is fairly given up, as well for the Clergy as the 
Laity ; ſince whatever Rule is ſafficient to direct the Faith and 
Practice of the Layman, muſt hkewiſe be ſuffieient to direct the 
teaching of the Clergyman, unleſs the Clergyman may be obli- 


ged to teach Doctrines which the 8 is not obliged either to 
belleve or to practice. 
of 


n 

of the Orthodoxy of every Individual is not 
indeed required ; but of thoſe only whoſe 
Situation is ſuch as may probably give 
Weight and Influence to their Opinions. 
The Law of England demands no Teſt, 
Civil or Religious, where the Peace and 
Welfare of the Church and State can be 
equally aſcertained without it. -It is on Ac- 
count only of the probable Influence their 
Opinions may have on others, that the 
Clergy are required to ſubſcribe. There 1s 
juſt the ſame Reaſon to require the like 
Teſt of any other Man, who has already 
enjoyed the Means of Inſtruction, and whoſe 
Situation in Life may probably make his 
private Opinions of Conſequence. All 
Candidates for a Degree in the Univerſity 
have had the Means of Inſtruction: And 
from the very Circumſtance of the Educa- 
tion ſhe has afforded them, and the Teſti- 
mony ſhe thus gives to their Proficiency, 
the Univerſity may ſurely, without Arro- 
gance, take it for granted, that their Opi- 
nions, when they go out into the World, will 
have an Influence, that, without ſuch Edu- 
cation, and ſuch Teſtimony, they would not 
have had. This the ſagacious Hecker well 
obſerved, and his Advice in Conſequence is 
on this Occaſion particularly ſeaſonable : 


That 
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tc That the graver and wiſer Sort in both 


Univerſities, or whoſoever they be, with 
whoſe Approbation the Marks and Re- 
cognizances of all Learning are beſtowed, 
would think the Apoſtle's Caution againſt 
unadviſed Ordinations not impertinent 
or unneceſſary to be borne in Mind, even 


when they grant thoſe Degrees of Schools, 
which Degrees are not Gratze gratis 


date, Kindneſſes beſtowed by Way of 
Humanity; but they are Gratiæ gratum 


« facientes, Favours which always imply a 
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in the State of their own Corporations to 
feel, either one Way or other, the Puniſn- 


cc 
CE 


cc 


Teſtimony given to the Church and Com- 
monwealth concerning Men's Sufficiency 


for Manners and Knowledge; a Teſti-- 


mony upon the Credit whereof ſundry 


Statutes of the Realm are built; a Teſ- 
timony ſo far available, that nothing is 


more reſpected for the Warrant of divers 
Mens Abilities to ſerve in the Affairs of 
the Realm; a Teſtimony, wherein if they 


violate that Religion wherewith it ought 
to be always given, and do thereby in- 


duce into Error ſuch as deem 1t a Thing 


uncivil to call the Credit thereof in Queſ- | 
tion; let them look that Gop ſhall return 


back upon their Heads, and cauſe them 


ment of thoſe Harms, which the Church, 


| through their Negligence, doth ſuſtain in 
8 that | 
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e that Behalf.” --- Hooker's Eccl. Pol. B. 5. 


ab fene. 


The Conduct of che Univerſity then, in 
this Reſpect, is conſiſtent, is academical, 
and ſtrictly conſtitutional, nay highly bene- 


ficial to the Conſtitution in Church and 


State, whatever the Graduate may purſue 
afterwards, or wherever he may migrate.--- 


The Ridiculous trifling the Lay-Refleor : 


(notwithſtanding his profeſſed Idea of the 
Seriouſneſs of the Subject) here ſubſtitutes 
in the Place of Argument, can only excite 


our Diſguſt and Contempt. Turns of this 
Kind, in Matter of important Diſcuſſion, and 


Arguments drawn from the perſonal Cha- 
racters of particular Men to the Propriety 


of Meaſures adopted by them, diſcover al- 
ways the Weakneſs of that Cauſe they are 


brought to defend. Ref. pp. 22, 23, 25, 26. 


We obſerved before that this ingenious 
Author gave the Title of Teachers of Religion 
to Heads of Houſes and Tutors, and there- 


fore conſents to their ſubſcribing: I ca 


not help obſerving here, that he declares 
the Members of Convocation (who conſti- 
tute the governing Body that preſides over 
the whole Univerſity, and makes Laws for it) 
have no more Clerical Character, that is, no 
more Relation to the Church and Religion, 


than 
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than the Chamber in the Corporation of the 
City of Oxford, or the Common-Council of 
London. The Reformers had another Idea, 
and took eſpecial Care to have the reformed 
Doctrines, that is the Doctrines of the XXXIX 
Articles firſt inculcated in the Univerſities, 
as the Sources from whence they were to 
be derived all over the Kingdom. Old 
Hooker, we ſee, was of the ſame Mind: The 
State hath ever been of the ſame Mind with 
the Reformers, and hence in Times of Dan- 
ger and Schiſm, recommended the Teſts 
now complained of, as proper Barriers and 
additional Securities to the eſtabliſhed 
Church. But it ſeems, their being adopted 
in Times of Danger, 1s made an Argument 
againſt them; nay more, an Argument for 
removing them at a Time that more than 
one open Attack hath been lately made 


againſt the whole Eſtabliſhment, and till 


more are ſaid to be preparing - at a Time 
that Infidelity, by all imaginable Arts, but 


eſpecially by raiſing Diſcontents in the Church 


of England, is endeavouring to ſap and un- 


dermine the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity | 


itſelf. This is ſtrange and unuſual reaſon- 
1Ng.---It is certain that, generally ſpeaking, 
the Arts of Defence are beſt conſidered in 
Times of Danger and Apprehenſian. ---- 
here is no Appearance of Precipitancy or 
unreaſonable Fright in the Proceeding of 
| the 
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the Univerſity. --- This Teſt was firſt en- 
joined (ſays Wood) in 1573, by the Magi/- 
' tratus Academici, though much reſiſted by 
many Gownſmen at the Time: Where we 
may obſerve, that they who reſiſted it had 
quarreled with the whole Worſhip and Diſ- 
cipline of the eſtabliſhed Church. When 
the Obſervance after ſome Years (probably 
from its not having been enjoined by an 
adequate Authority at firſt) came into diſ- 
uſe, it was reſtored by Statute in 1590, --- 
a plain Proof that Inconveniencies Were 
ſenſibly felt from the Omiſſion. --- No, 1 
all this and many other Inſtances the Uni- 
verſity felt her own Conſequence, and 
ſhewed herſelf a wiſe and zealous Guardian 


of the Church; a Character that properly 
belongs to her, and which I hope, and 


doubt not, ſhe will ever continue to main- 
tain.---The Reflector conceives that this 1s 
ſeeing her in 700 clerical a Light ; a very am- 


biguous Expreſſion ; but whatever it means, 


on his own Principles, the common Privi- 


leges of every Lay-Corporation will entitle. 


the Univerſity to confer her proper Honors 
and Rewards on whatever Terms ſhe ſees 
fit; and, if ſhe contrives to make them 


ſubſervient to the Good of Church and 


State, thoſe, who wiſh well to both, have 
no Reaſon to find fault with her for ts do- 


ing. Thus far I have confined myſelf 
C to 


E 
to the Graduate Subſcriptions, which, now 
the Reflector has furniſhed us with a proper 
Syſtem, we may be allowed capable of com- 
. prehending, --- Indeed it was not very eaſy 
beforehand to conceive that any Man in the 
Univerſity was capable of deviſing ſuch a 
Syſtem. A few plain Arguments however, 
notwithſtanding this boaſted Syſtem, have 
ſufficiently demonſtrated, that the Subſcrip- i 
tion at taking Degrees is perfectly conſtitu- : 
tional, agreeable to the Conſtitution of the 


Univerſity, agreeable and friendly to the 
Conſtitution in Church and State. 


As to the Subſcription at Matriculation, | 
it hath already been explained and defended, 
on honeſt and clear Principles; not one of 
which the Reflector hath attempted to con- 
fute. --- He aſſerts, indeed, roundly, that 
Subſcription to the Articles can 1mply no- 
thing but ſuch an Aſſent or Acquieſcence, 
as ſuppoſes an entire Knowledge of the 
Doctrines contained in them. The very 
Compilers of them could not, and did not 
(he ſays) give any ſtronger Teſtimony of 
their Aſſent to them.” This is boldly ad- 
vanced. But is he ſure that they actually 
gave this Teſtimony ; we might, on equal 
Authority advance the contrary; but we 
will only ſuppoſe the Caſe : --- Suppoſe that 
the Compilers did not ſubſcribe---I appre- 


hend 
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hend their Aﬀent to what they themſelves 


compiled, and offered as a Rule of Faith 
and Doctrine for the Church, was pretty 
evident without it. This was, at leaſt, as 
ſtrong Teſtimony of their Aſſent, as any 
Mode of Subſcription whatever. The im- 
mediate Succeſlors of the Compilers, on the 
Review of theſe Articles in 1571, did not 
content themſelves with a bare Subſcription. 


They joined a declaratory Form, drawn up 


in very ſtrong Terms. We, th' Arch- 


« biſhops and Biihops of either Province of 


« this Realm of England, lawfully gathered 
together in this Provincial Synod, hoiden 


at London, with Continuations and Proro- 


« gations of the ſame, do receive, profeſs, 


and acknowledge the XXXIX Articles, 


« before written in XIX Pages going be- 
« fore, to contain true and ſound Doctrine; 
« and do approve and ratify the fame by 
the Subſcription of our Hands, the XIth 


« Day of May, in the Year of our Lord 
13571, and in the Year of the Reign of 


« our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, by the 
« Grace of God, of England, France, and 
« Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, 


Sc. the Thirteenth. 


« MATTHUE CAN TUAR. 
«© Ros. WIN TON, &c. 
See Burnet on Art. p. 15. 
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In the ſame Kind and Form, not ſimply, 
was the Subſcription made by the Proteſ- 
tant Princes of Germany to the Auguſtan 
Confeſſion --- © Complexi ſumus ſummam 


cc 


Doctrine Evangelicæ neceſſariam Eccle- 
fiis, nec dubitamus has ipſas Sententias 
noſtras vere efle Doctrinam in Scriptis 
Propheticis & Apoſtolicis traditam, &c.” 
Melancth. Op. tom. 1. p. 58.--- The Reflector 


11 


cc 


cc 


calls upon Bp. Burnet in Support of his 


Opinion ---- © The Subſcription to them 
„ (fays Bp. Burnet) imports an Aſſent to 
e them, and not only an acqueſcing.” 
Here I muſt beg Leave to ſuſpect the Fair- 
neſs of the Quotation --- It is made without 
particular Reference; and, on a careful 
Search, I have not been able to diſcover 
even the Words. What Burnet's Sentiments 
on this Subject were, he has pretty fully 
explained. The Meaning of every Sub- 
« {cription, is to be taken from the Deſign 
of the Impoſer, and from the Words of 
„the Subſcription itſelf.“ p. 7. Hence, 


the ſame Author infers the Aſſent of the 
Clergy, not from their bare Subſcription, 


but from the thirty-ſixth Canon; and, in 
caſe of Promotion to a Benefice, from the 


Declaration of unfeigned Aſſent to the Ar- 


ticles made in the Church. p. 8. Now let 
us conſider the Caſe in Queſtion: Here the 
Univerſity is undoubtedly the Impoſer: But 

— tb 


1 
it hath been ſhown, that the Univerſity 
cannot, in this Inſtance, ſuppoſe a previous 
_ Knowledge of the Doctrines ---And the Sub- 
| ſcription is made ſimply, without any Form 
of Words --- Conſequently the Aſſent or Ac- 
quieſcence, which is implied by this Sub- 
ſcription, is not upon Knowledge --- It muſt 
therefore be upon Truſt.---< Truſt in whom, 
“ fays the Reflector, in the Tutor or Law 
« Beadle?” No; a Truſt in that Church 
of which the young Man profeſſes himſelf 
a Member; in which he was born and bred ; 
from which he hath learned all he yet 
knows of Religion; and in the Doctrines, 
of which he is come to the Univerſity, 
purpoſedly to be further inſtructed. To 
avoid needleſs Diſtinction, I have here uſed 
the Words Afent and Acquieſcence jointly ; 
and in this Queſtion, I preſume, they are 
really convertible Terms; fince, to afſent 
upon Truſt to Doctrines that they are true, 
or, to acquieſce upon Truff in the Truth of 
them, muſt mean one and the ſame Thing. 
The Reflector hath taken upon him how- 
ever to treat the Uſe of the Word Acquieſ- 
cence, on this Occaſion, with great Con- 
tempt. He hath given us, likewiſe, a Defi- 
nition of the Word; a very extraordinary 
one indeed; by which, it is but fair, that 
his own Uſe of it ſhould be explained. 
«© The Government (he ſays) ſuppoſes the 


« Church 


cc 


( 22 ) 
« Church to be in full Security by the Sub- 
« ſfcription of its Miniſters to the XXXIX 
« Articles; and the peaceable Acquieſcence 
of the Laity, who are in Communion 
« with her:“ That is, according to his awn 
Definition, If the Laity are in that State 
of Mind, in which they determine for 
the Sake of Peace, or from other prudential 


« Motives, in Things indifferent, and of ſmall 


Importance, (ſuch as Articles of Faith 


and Religion) © not to oppoſe the Opinions 
or Doctrines of others, though they can- 


% not give their Aſſent to them.”---With 
ſuch an Acquieſcence as this, every Lay- 


man in the Britiſh Empire might be Papiſt, 


Mahometan, or Pagan; and yet, as good a 
Member of the Church of England, as the 
Reflector thinks 1t neceſſary for any Lay- 
man to be. --- Surely he will not abide by a 


Definition that forces him to ſuch Conceſ- 


ſions as this --- and any other that he will 
ſubſtitute to make this Paſſage unexception- 


able, will ſufficiently juſtify the Uſe that 
has been made of the Word in the preſent : 


Debate. 


The Reflector 1s ſenfible, the removing 
of this Teſt would be likely to ſtock us 


with Sectaries and Diſſenters; and thence. 


argues, for removing it, upon the plauſible 


Plan of Latitude and Comprehenſion. | The 


Darf 
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this Semi as an Argument for great 


Caution at leaſt, if not as a convincing. | 


Proof that ſhe cannot remove it agreeably 


to her own Conſtitution, and that Relation 


which ſhe bears to Church and State. 


It is true there is an Opinion pretty cur- 
rent in the World, that Subſcription muſt 
neceſſarily imply a total and entire Aſſent 
of the Mind and Underſtanding to the 
Propoſitions ſubſcribed. But this is only a 
popular Opinion taken up in general, as 
many other popular Opinions are, without 
diſtinguiſhing properly between one poſlible 
Caſe and another. In Condeſcenſion to this 
Opinion it hath been candidly propoſed to 


annex a fair and eaſy Explanation, to be 


read to the young Men at the Time of their 


ſubſcribing. This ſufficiently removes every 


Objection that 1s worth attending to, and 
leaves our Eſtabliſhment whole and entire. 
It juſtifies to the World what is ſtrictly juſ- 
tifiable; a very different Thing from apolo- 


gizing for what is not. 


The Reflector's Propoſal of requiring 


the young Men to ſubſcribe to a Declara- 


tion that they will attend Chapel, 1s, on all 
Accounts, very exceptionable: But eſpeci- 
ally becauſe it is a mere Fallacy, a Deceit 

upon 
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upon the World; a pretended Barrier to the 
Eſtabliſhment ; which can really exclude 
none, be their Sentiments ever ſo perni- 
cious, and may ſerve as a Screen for very 
dangerous Deſigns. No; if the preſent 


Mode be dropt, better have no Subſtitution 


at all than ſuch an one as this. 


There 1s one Infinuation I had almoſt 
omitted; and indeed it ſcarce deſerves No- 


tice, ſince it can only be for Clamour's 
Sake that the Reflector could lay hold of ſo 


ſtale a Pretence. When nothing elſe would 


ſerve the Turn, Popery hath been the con- 
ſtant Outcry for near two hundred Years, 


from Martin Marprelate to the Author of 


the Confeſſional. Obſerve how it is ma- 


naged by the Reflector. In the Church 


« of Rome, every Dogma which hath re- 
« ceived a Sanction from her Popes and 
“ Councils, is impoſed upon her Laity, as 
« well as Clergy, as neceſſary to Salvation.” 
Now for the Parallel : The Univerſity re- 


quires a Subſcription from her Lay-Mem- 


bers, implying an Aſſent to the eſtabliſhed 


Doctrines of the Church of England, that 
they are agreeable to the Word . God.---- 


I want to know wherein the Similarity of 
the two Caſes conſiſts. Nothing, ſurely, 
when viewed together, can be more unlike 
---yet the Reflector pronounces, that in 

| this 
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this Inſtance by the Univerſity “nan impor- 
tant Diſtinction between the two Churches 
is deſtroyed; and the tolerating Diſpoſi- 
tion of our own, broken in upon and 
«© violated.”” The bare confronting of 


the two Caſes, diſproves the former of theſe 


Aſſertions; and, with Regard to the latter, 
it hath been fully ſhown in the foregoing 
Pages, that the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
the State and Univerſity, are in this Reſpect 
exactly the ſame. --- If the Reflector reſolves 
to Nick by this Paſſage, it is plain, that he 


does not know wherein the true Modera- 


tion of the Church of England, that Modera- 


tion which is indeed its diſtinguiſhing Cha- 


racter from Papal Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
conſiſts; that he does not know the true 


Uſe and Intent of ſuch a Formula as the 
XXXIX Articles, nor what is meant by re- 
quiring a Subſcription and Aſſent to them.-- 


I beg Leave to obſerve only one Thing 
further, --- The Whole of the preſent 
Clamour againſt Subſcription aroſe origi- 
nally, and hath been ſince carried on, upon 


a Suggeſtion that the Articles themſelves. 


are falſe. Every Conceſſion to ſuch a Cla- 
mour, muſt be in ſome Meaſure a Con- 


ceſſion that it proceeds upon juſt Grounds. 


--- The Church, the State, the Univerſity, 
all maintain that the Articles are true and 


ws 2 agreeable 
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E 
agreeable to the Word of God, and nothing 
hath yet been done to ſhow the contrary. 


Theſe Articles were Wand on the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, IEsus CHRISTH him- 
ſelf being the chief Corner-Stone; and 
while this Foundation laſts they will abide, 
and the Church that is built upon chem. 


The Univerſity hath ever been foremoſt i in 
Defence of this Church. It is to be hoped 
ſhe will not now be the firſt to give Way to 
the Violence of an Infidel Aſſault; eſpeci- 
ally as there is no better Plea left for it, 
than the ſhabby one of a temporizing 
Compliance, which even the Reflector 1s 
aſhamed « of. 
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